                                                                                                   TOWN OF AMITY MINUTES

REGULAR BOARD MEETING
September 26, 2016
UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE BOARD

Present:  Supervisor Dana Ross, Councilpersons   Barb Zlomek, Donald Skinner, Josh Brown, Miranda Gates-absent                             
Clerk:                                        Kristine Young
Deputy Clerk: 
                  Christina VanCuren
 Highway Superintendent:   Bill Bigelow
All Votes taken at this meeting will be by roll call.

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Dana Ross at 7:00 PM. This meeting was rescheduled from the regular Board meeting of September 12, 2016 which was cancelled due to illness. 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
A motion to wave the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and to accept those minutes was made by Councilperson Skinner.  A second to the motion was made by Councilperson Josh Brown.  All Councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay Votes.  The motion was carried 5-0-0.

GUESTS   None present
SUPERVISOR ANNOUNCMENTS:   Supervisor Ross announced the passing of our town attorney, Andrew Cornell.  We will have to obtain a new lawyer to replace Mr. Cornell as soon as possible.  We received a letter from Cohen Law Group advising us of a free legal assessment as far as cable, wireless, broadband issues, etc.  Supervisor Ross suggested we look into this and ask them to discuss this with us. We received a letter from NYS Division of Homeland Security, Office of Fire Prevention and Control denying the reservation for John Clouse, Building Inspector to attend the inspector’s fall seminar.  They are requesting a charge of $250.00 to cover the smell of smoke in a non-smoking room.  This has been denied by John and there is no proof of the smoking. Supervisor Ross will call Cathleen O’Conner, Business Officer in regards to this matter. Supervisor Ross received a letter from The Department of Taxation and Finance indicating our equalization rate has now dropped to 90%.  A re-evaluation will have to be done soon. 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: Exhibit B. Superintendent Bigelow reported CHIPS paperwork was turned in. Crandall Road has been ditched, brush cut on Dry Brook and Rogers Roads, trees trimmed and brush mowed on Eymer Road. Also ditched and changed a driveway pipe on Eymer Road. Roadsides were moved and some potholes were patched. Help was provided to Town of Willing hauling gravel. Pavement was torn up on Stryker Road and shoulders were cut and ditched.  Friendship and Alma helped haul gravel to Stryker Road. Friendship and Alma helped haul gravel to Stryker Road. Help was provided to Friendship for oil and stone. Cooley Hill was honed. Footers were installed for 2 graves and two burials were done at Forest Hills.  No update on the payroll “lag”. Superintendent Bigelow indicated tires are needed for the tractor.  Due to hours on tractor it’s starting to become a maintenance issue. Supervisor Ross suggested putting money in 2017 budget for the tractor. The shape of all equipment will be prioritized and discussed in detail before Superintendent Bigelow will project what is needed for 2017 budget. 
ONGOING BUSINESS:  No new discussion of the Water District Project or the Belvidere Project. 
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: A motion to accept the General Abstract 09 in the amount of $20583.72 and Highway Abstract 09 in the amount of $23259.12 made by Councilperson Donald Skinner.  A second was made by Councilperson Josh Brown. All Councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay Votes.   The motion was carried 4-0-0.
The Town Clerk’s Report was presented for review.

The DCO Report was presented for review.

The Bookkeeper’s Report was presented for review. 

The Town received a Unified Court Internal Audit for year ending 2015.  Councilperson Skinner will review and will be discussed at next meeting.  The resolution will be done at the next meeting. 

 The Dog Control Officer has requested us to do a dog census.  She has some posters to put around town to notify residents to license their dogs and it was also discussed to put a message on the community bulletin board and in the Patriot or the Penny Saver.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ross not to approve a dog census this year due to funding and seconded by Councilperson Zlomek.  

Roll Call Vote:          Aye        Nay        Abs

Dana Ross                x

Donald Skinner       x

Josh Brown              x

Barb Zlomek            x
Motion carried 4-0-0.
NEW BUSINESS:    Resolution 2016-016 Resolution Approving Snow Removal and Ice Control Contract Between County of Allegany and Town of Amity.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ross and seconded by Councilperson Brown. 
Roll Call Vote:          Aye          Nay          Abs

Dana Ross    
     X

Donald Skinner       X

Josh Brown              X

Barb Zlomek            X

Motion carried 4-0-0.  
ROUND TABLE: The Town Clerk reported the computer technician we have has moved out of state and we need a replacement.  Some suggestions were made.
NEXT MEETING: The next regular board meeting will be held the 10th of October 2016 at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall.  Reminder: There will be a budget workshop on the 17th of October at 6:30 PM. 

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:   Wendy Skinner from the Town Planning Board was present.  She left a Business Directory of local businesses in the Town of Amity.  She advised the Board what they would like to accomplish in the next 1-3 years.  Greg Clark has replaced Jack Wood at the IDA.  The Town Planning Board has invited him to attend a meeting and the Town Board will be invited.  
ADJOURN MEETING: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilperson Supervisor Dana Ross.  A second was made by Councilperson Josh Brown. Motion Carried 4-0-0. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.

Ss

State of New York

County of Allegany

IN TESTIMONY HEREOF, I Kristine Young have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Town of Amity. 

Sincerely, 

__________________________________________

Kristine Young, Town of Amity Clerk
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